4. Chapter

Absolutives - Structure and Usages

Introduction

The absolutives or converbs are traditionally named Pera Kiriya (Skt. Pirva
Kriya) in Sidat Sangerava. It defines absolutives as follows. “When a verb is preceded
by, and has relation to a past tense (is preceding action)” (Alwis 1851:63). According
to this definition the non-finite verbs used before the finite verbs which represent past
time are absolutives. Different technical terms are given to identify this verbal
category in Indo-Aryan languages: absolutive (Hultzsch 1925:69, Whitney 1962:203,
Paranavitana 1956:cxlix, Bender 1967:246), preterite gerund (Geiger 1938:158),
preceding action (English translation of Pera Kiriya or Pirva Kriya) (Paranavitana

1956:cxlix) and atita nipata kriya (past particle verbs) (Munidasa 1999:87).
The organization of this chapter is as given below.

4.1 includes general remarks on absolutives. This is followed by a brief history of the
development of the absolutives in classical Sinhalese in 4.2. The morphophonemic
rules which are identified in building these forms are given in 4.4. In 4.4 includes a
detailed description of structure and usages of absolutives attested in the Jatoko tales

with illustrations.

4.1. General Remarks

4.1.1. There are regular as well as irregular absolutives in Sinhalese (Geiger
1938:159. Paranavitana 1956: cxlix, Munidasa 1999:88). The roots such as
kora ‘do’, ya ‘go’ and e ‘come’ have irregular absolutives. eg. kofa ‘having
done’, gos ‘having gone’, avut ‘having come’ (Geiger 1938:159).

4.1.2. In Sinhalese the particle ‘/a@’ is added to the end of absolutive to give rise to an
additional form which does not cause a semantic change (Geiger 1938:159,
Paranavitana 1956: cl). eg. kapa-la ‘having cut’ (kape-a-1a), baeds-Ia ‘having
roasted’ (bado-12 > bado-1a) (Geiger 1938:159).

4.1.3. The particle ‘/a’ is not added after the absolutive form when the root ends with

inherent ‘la’ (see 4.4.11).
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4.1.4.

Munidasa uses a new technical term atita nipata kriya (past particle verbs) for
absolutives in Sinhalese (Munidasa 1999:87).

4.2. A brief history of the development of absolutives in the Jatoka text

from

When we examine the development of absolutives, the ancient inscriptions

all the stages and the literature of Sinhalese give strong evidences to identify it

clearly.

4.2.1.

4.2.2.

4.2.2.

4.2.2.

Some older forms of absolutives are found in Brahmi inscriptions in the era of
Prakrit Sinhalese. eg. kagaya < (Pkt. k"andaya) ‘having broken’, kariya < (PKt.
karya) ‘having done’ (Paranavitana 1956:cli). The forms geneye
(Wickramasinghe 1994:250), and geneya < (Pkt. ganhiya) ‘having taken’ (ibid
251) are also mentioned in the inscriptions belonging to 4™ ¢. A. D. sanahay
‘having comforted’ (Wickramasinghe 1912:25%, pahayay ‘having illumined’
(ibid 25”®), Anuradhapura slab inscription of king Kassopa-V (929-39 c. A.
D.) gives koray ‘having done’ (Wickramasinghe 1912:40°%), vajemba ‘having
flourished’ (ibid 46°), pujay ‘having offered’ (ibid 46'), and Jetevanaramo slab
inscription of king Mahinda-1V (1026-42 c. A. D.) gives hera ‘drove away’
(Wickramasinghe 1912:221°), karz ‘having done’ (ibid 221°), kord
‘established” (ibid 222°%%).

According to Sigiri graffiti, three main classes are identified under absolutives
(Paranavitana 1956: cxlix-cl).

1. ‘@’ ending class

kiya ‘having told’ (kiyo-2)
bala ‘having looked’ (balo-2)

taba ‘having kept’ (tabo-a).
2. ‘@’ ending class

baerne ‘having said’ (banes-a > beno-z)

deka ‘having seen’ (dak-z > daek-z)

keerae ‘having done’ (koro-& > kaero-).

4.2.2.3. ‘i’ ending class

negi ‘having climbed’ (nage-1> nage-1)

Igili ‘having flown’ (uguls-1 > igila-1)

lii. dr ‘having given’ (de-1).
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4.2.3. According to the Sidat Safgoravo the following suffixes are used to build
absolutives: They are ‘-, -a, -1, -in, -&la, -ala, -ila’ and ‘-inla’ (Gair
2013:96).

4.2.4. There are several absolutive suffixes in Jatoks text. They are as follows:

Absolutives in the Jatoks tales have one of the following suffixes: ‘2, a, &, &’,

or ‘7’. The relevant examples are given below.

4.24.1. 9 ending type
i. giviso ‘agree-ABS.” (P.227%) (givis-o)
ii. pifiviso ‘ask-ABS.” (P. 173%) (pilivis-o)
iii. deeko ‘see-ABS.” (P. 180?!) (dak-o > dak-3) (umlaut is applied ‘a’ > ‘&)
4.2.4.2. ‘@ ending type
i. dama ‘put-ABS. (P. 181'") (dams-a)
ii. kapa ‘cut-ABS.” (P. 177%°) (kapo-3)
iii. nasa ‘destroy-ABS.” (P. 202*) (naso-a)
4.2.4.3. ‘@’ ending type (umlaut ‘a’ > ‘&’)
i. vadz ‘enter-ABS.” (P. 203%) (vade-@ > vaedo-&)
ii. ¢eha ‘bite-ABS.” (P. 117%°) (daha-& > dha-a)
4.2.4.4. ‘® ending type (umlaut is applied ‘@’ > ‘&’)
i. p& ‘show-ABS.” (P. 187%) (pa > p&)
ii. ¢& ‘bite-ABS.” (P. 143'°) (daha > deha > de-& > &)
(‘h’ deletion and the lengthening of like vowels are possible)
4.2.4.5. ‘T ending type
i, di ‘give-ABS.” (P.236%) (de-1)
Ii. n&egr ‘climb-ABS.” (P. 247%) (nago-1 > naego-1)
iii. pehaedr ‘confide-ABS.” (P. 131°) (pahado-i > pahade-i)
(umlaut is applied ‘a’ > ‘&’)
4.2.5. Geiger mentions three main categories under absolutives according to his
conjugation of verbal roots (Geiger 1938:159):
I.  bala ‘having looked’ (balo-2)
ii. beads ‘having roasted’ (bada-2 > baedo)
iii. peni ‘having appeared’ (pen-i)
4.2.6. There are some irregular absolutives in Sinhalese language. It is not possible
to give a rule of formation for these forms (Munidasa 1999:88-89):
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i.  kara ‘do’ - kofe ‘having done’

ii. e ‘come’ - avudu ~ avut ~ @vit ~ ad> ~ avudini ~ avudin ~ @vidin ‘having
come’

li. ya‘go’ - gos ~ gosini ~ gosin ~ gosina ‘having gone’

iv. vapura ‘sow’ - vapufe ‘having sown’

4.2.7. The addition of particle ‘/a’ at the end of absolutive forms to build an
additional form with the same semantic features is also a common status in
Sinhalese. This usage is more frequently found in later period, especially in
literary works. Some examples are quoted from Sigiri graffiti (Paranavitana
1956: cliv).

nega-la ‘having climbed’, pihira-la ‘having combed’, d&eka-la ‘having seen’.
4.3. Morphophonemic rules for the derivation of absolutive forms in the Jataka
text

Some morphophonemic rules can be established based on the examples found

in Jatoko tales. These rules are as follows:
43.1. ‘r,n’ >t when they occur in final syllable

There is a possibility to change the segments ‘r, 5’ in final syllable into ‘¢’ in

absolutives.

4.3.1.1. ‘’r’ > ‘¢ when it occurs in final syllable
i. atufo ‘spread-ABS.’ (P.174') (aturo - r>1)
ii. koo ‘do-ABS.” (P. 236™) (kors > kors > koto - r>¢)

The alternative form kora ‘do-ABS.” (P. 115%) (koro-g) is found in the Jatoko

text. However it does not follow the rule mentioned in 4.3.1.1.

4.3.1.2. ‘n’ > ‘¢" when it occurs in final syllable
i. vikugo ‘sell-ABS.” (P.227%) (vikuno > vikuto - 77> ¢)
i. vikofo ‘sell-ABS.” (P.177% (vikune > vikonp > vikoto -7 >¢)

The alternative form vikuna ‘sell-ABS.” (P. 155%) (vikune-a) is found in the

Jatoko text. However it does not follow the rule mentioned in 4.3.1.2.
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4.3.2. Adding ‘9’ to the end of root
i. giviso ‘agree-ABS. (P.227%) (givis-o)
ii. iso ‘sprinkle-ABS.” (P.206°%) (is-o)
iii. pifiviso ‘ask-ABS.” (P. 173%) (pilivis-o)

4.3.3. Umlaut (fronting/vowel harmony)

There are three short and long vowels in Sinhalese which can occur in the

process of umlaut. They are mentioned below. ‘a/a’ > ‘a/&’, ‘uli’ > ‘i7", and ‘0/0° >

‘e/é’ (Munidasa 1958:100).

433.1.9a > ‘=/®’
@ndo ‘draw-ABS.’ (P. 184%) (afido-g)
@&da ‘pull-ABS.” (P. 393" (ado-o)
p& ‘show-ABS.” (P. 187%) (pa-o)
paeharo~p&ra ‘hit/steal-ABS.” ‘beat-ABS.” (P.156°) (P. 192°)
pahara-g
paehers > pae-&ro > p&ra
(The deletion of ‘h’ and lengthening of like vowels are observed.)
4.3.3.2. ‘uli’ > “ilt’
i. ipado~ipids ‘born-ABS.’(P. 229" (P. 185°%)
(upado-g > ipada/,
upada > ipada > ipido) (progressive assimilation is observed)
ii. pibido ‘awake-ABS.” (P. 187*%) (pubudu-s > pibidi-o)
4.3.3.3.°0l0° > ‘ele”’

i. perava ‘wear-ABS.’ (P. 184') (poro-o > pere-o > pere-v-o > pera-vo)

The alternative forms porova ~ porava ‘wear-ABS.’ (P. 162%) (poro-o > poro-v-o)
(P. 199*%) (poro-a > poro-V-a > pora-va) are found in the Jatoko text. However they do

not follow the rule mentioned in 4.3.3.3.
4.3.4. ‘a’suffixand ‘v’ augment

The segment ‘@’ is a suffix and ‘v’ becomes the augment which helps to fill

the hiatus between two morphemes.

i. anudanva ‘consent-ABS.’ (P.219') (anudan-v-a)
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ii. pifiganva ‘offer-ABS.” (P.222°% (piligan-v-a)
4.3.5. Umlaut and addition of suffix ‘T’
i. paehedr ‘confide-ABS.” (P. 131®) (pahade-i> pahedo-i)
ii. negi ‘climb-ABS.” (P.247%) (nage-1> nage-i)
iii. pipi ‘bloom-ABS.” (P. 68%)) (pup-1> pip-1)
4.3.6. Addition of suffix ‘a’
i. pihifa ‘establish-ABS.” (P. 150'®) (pihito-a)
ii. dama ‘put-ABS.” (P. 181'*) (damo-a)
iii. /a ‘put-ABS.” (P. 174*Y) (ls-3)
4.3.7. Addition of suffix ‘T’
i. 7 ‘laugh-ABS.” (P.17%) (se-)
ii. AT ‘fall-ABS.’ (P. 31%) (he-T)
iii. dr ‘give-ABS.” (P.236%) (de-1)
4.3.8. Addition of ‘3’ and syncope of root

The addition of ‘2’ as a suffix to the root and the syncope or deletion of middle
vowel of the root can be identified (Munidasa 1999:45).

i. ikmo ‘pass-ABS.’ (P. 5) (ikum-o > ikm-o)
ii. nikmo ‘depart-ABS.” (P. 5'") (nikum-a > nikm-a)

4.3.9. Root itself is absolutive form in Sinhalese

The root of the verb is sometimes used as the absolutive in Sinhalese. These
forms do not follow any morphophonemic rule. But they are found frequently in
Jatoka tales. In this type, the root and the verbal form are identical. Some examples

are given below.

i. birido ‘break-ABS.” (P.245") (bifido-2)
ii. da ‘cut-ABS.” (P.290%) (da-g)
iii. kefo ‘play-ABS.” (P.229%) (kelo-9)
4.3.10. Addition of ‘1a’ to the end of absolutive form

The particle ‘/a’ is added at the end of absolutive form to make additional form

which does not have separate meaning (see 4.2.7). This is not a morphophonemic rule
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but the method of forming absolutives with morphemic variants. These form are listed
in Table 4.1.

Morphemic variants of absolutives
1 | asa ‘hear’ (P.237") (aso-a) asala ‘hear’ (P.204°) (aso-a-13)
2 | asvasa ‘console’ (P. 152%) (asvase-3) | asvasdla ‘console’ (P. 197%)
(asvass-a-1a)

3 | dama ‘put’ (P. 181™) (damo-3) damala ‘put’ (P. 60*) (damo-a-13)

4 | lzba ‘receive’ (P. 256™) lebala ‘receive’ (P. 202%)
(laba-g > l&eho) (labo-1a > lzbo-1a)

5 | vaeda ‘enter’ (P. 239°) vadala ‘enter’ (P. 13°%)
(vadea-g > vaedo) (vadea-la > veedo-1a)

6 | vaerids ‘worship’ (P. 187°) vaeridala ‘worship’ (P. 308™)
(vando-g > veendoa) (vande-la > vaendo-13)

7 | la ‘put’ (P. 174°") (Io-3) lala ‘put’ (P. 399%) (lo-a-1a)

Table 4.1 Morphemic variants of absolutives

4.3.11. Inherent ‘12’ in absolutive forms

Some verbal roots of Sinhalese are end with inherent ‘la’. When the suffix ‘@’ is
added to the root, the final vowel of root gets deleted. As a result ‘la’ appears as ‘/a’.
Then it looks like absolutive form with particle ‘/a’. But it does not have ‘/a@’ as

particle.

i.  bald ‘look-ABS.” (P.244%) (balo-3)
ii. pala ‘split-ABS.” (P. 206") (pale-3)
iii. alla ‘catch-ABS.” (P. 203%) (allo-a)
iv. apulla ‘wash-ABS.” (P. 312%%) (apulle-a)
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4.4. Structure and Usages of absolutives in Jatoka Text

4.4.1. Absolutive with causative suffix

There are some absolutive forms with causative suffixes in Jatoko tales. The

causative suffix ‘-vo’ is added between root and absolutive suffix.

Absolutives Absolutives with causative suffix

1 | pisa ‘cook’ (P. 11%%) (piso-g) pisava ‘cause to cook’ (P. 174°°) (piso-ve-a)

2 | kara ‘do’ (P. 115%) (koro-g) korava ‘cause to do’ (P. 217 (Koro-vo-a)

3 | dama ’put’ (P. 181™*) (dame-a) | dammava cause to put’ (P. 217%)

(dama-vo-vo-a > dam-vo-Vvo-a > damma-vo-a)

4 | taba ‘keep’ (P.225™) (tabe-a) | tabbava ‘cause to keep’ (P. 203™)

(taba-vo-va-a > tab-vo-vo-a > tabbo-va-a)

Table 4.2 Absolutive forms with causative suffix
4.4.2. Absolutives with vector verbs

In this construction, V-1 as well as V-2 includes absolutive forms. Their usages

are given in the chapter of complex predicates. See 5.1 for details.
4.4.3. Use of homophony ‘/a@’ in Jataka tales

The form /@’ found in Jatoks tales has two functions (Paranavitana 1993:239,
Munidasa 1999:89). On the one hand it functions as absolutives and on the other hand

as particle. Usages of this form are mentioned below with illustrations.
4.43.1. Use of /a ‘having put’ as absolutive form

(118) yakinno.. .sirageyi la un kannaha (P. 386%7)

yak -ini -0 siroge -yi la

devil F. PL. prison LOC. put

134



-a un ka  -anna -ha
ABS. them eat [IILLFUT.PL. PTCLE.
‘Female devils having put them in prison and will eat them.’

The verbal form “/a’ (118) represents the grammatical category of absolutive.

It occurs as separate entity in the sentence.
(119) tapasayo do...kipadavasak ikmovala...mesé kiho (P. 2258

tapasa 0 do  kips daves -ak ikum

1
]

hermit HON.PL. also several day INDEF. spend

-a -1a me se Kiyao -1 ho
ABS. PTCLE. this like tell I.PST.PL. PTCLE.
‘The hermit, having spent several days, said like this.’

The form ‘/a’ (119) functions as particle used after the absolutive forms. It

occurs as bound morpheme in the sentence without implying any specific meaning.

4.4.4. Absolutive forms with three verbal roots

We can see three absolutive forms in this construction which are conjugated
from three verbal roots. These three forms of absolutives have their own semantic
identity when they occur separately in the sentences. But these groups of words give

the meaning as a unit in following examples.

44.4.1. pind gena gos ‘swim-ABS. TAKE-ABS. GO-ABS. > swim’ (P. 179'8)
4442, 0sava gena gos ‘lift-ABS. TAKE-ABS. GO-ABS. > carry’ (P. 179%)
4.4.43.  luhubandovad gena gos ‘chase-ABS. TAKE-ABS. GO-ABS. > chase’

(P. 23511
4444,  gelovi gena gosin ‘leave-ABS. TAKE-ABS. GO-ABS. > leave’ (P. 245°)
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4.45. Absolutive form with four verbal roots

In this construction we can observe four absolutive forms which are conjugated
from four verbal roots. These four forms of absolutives have their own semantic
identity when they occur separately in the sentences. But in the following attested

example, it gives the meaning as a unit.

4.45.1. gena he&era dakva vadara ‘take-ABS. LEAVE-ABS. POINT-ABS.
HON.PTCLE. > preach’ (P. 177%)

The form vadara is takes two meanings, namely honorific particle and
absolutive. As an honorific particle it does not give specific meaning (see 4.4.5.i) but

as an absolutive it gives the meaning of ‘having preached’ (see 2.3.1.4.2.3).
4.4.6. Irregular absolutive forms

Most of the verbal paradigms in Sinhalese are regular. But there are some

absolutives in Jatokos tales with irregular forms. They are mentioned below.
4.46.1. gos ~ gosin ~ gosinla ‘go-ABS.” (P. 2¥"), (P. 221%), (P. 225%)

The root of above mentioned verbal forms is ya ‘go’ (4.5.5.i). The all the past

verbal forms of ya ‘go’ begin with ‘g’ in Sinhalese.
4.4.6.2. @vit ~ avut ~ avudin ‘come-ABS.” (P. 33%), (P. 181%°), (P. 205°)

The root of above mentioned verbal forms is e ‘come’ (4.5.5.ii). The initial

segments of all these forms begin with ‘e&/a’.
4.4.6.3. b “drink-ABS.” (P. 1927)

The root of above mentioned verbal form is po ‘drink’ (4.5.5.iii). The initial

segment ‘p > b’ in all the paradigms except causative forms in Sinhalese.
eg:  pova ‘cause to drink-ABS.” (P. 368°°)
pova ‘cause to drink-IMP. (P. 369°)

4.4.7. Absolutives with causative meaning
The absolutives mentioned in these sentences are used with the meaning of

causative. There is causative form as well as causative meaning.
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(120) rajjuruve...kasala harava...apasuve kimekdayi vicajaya (P.163'%)

rajjuru  -o kasalo hars -Vo -a apasu

king HON.PL. garbage remove CUAS. ABS. discomfort
) kimek -do -yi vicara -0 ya

DEF.  what QUES.PTCLE. PTCLE. ask II.PST.PL. PTCLE.

‘The king having caused the garbage to be removed, asked what the discomfort was.’

(121) sitane...baqu...vikunava milo> purusayanfa devvahuys (P.227"%)

situ -ang -0 badu vikuna  -va -a
millionaire HON.PTCLE PL. goods sell CAUS. ABS.
milo puruse -anta de -Vo -ahu ya
price-DEF. man DAT.PL. give CAUS. III.LPST.PL. PTCLE.

“The millionaire having caused the goods to be sold, gave the money to the men.’
4.4.8. Volitive and involitive absolutives

There are some absolutives which have volitive and involitive forms in the Jatoka
tales. Most of the verbal roots in Sinhalese have these two types of forms. We can
identify the vowel fronting in the formation of these verbs. It is a regular process in
Sinhalese (see-1.6.8).

Volitive Involitive

1| kaga ‘break’ (P. 319%°) (kado-3) keeq/T ‘break’ (P. 332™%)(kado-1 > keedo-1)

2| karakava ‘rotate’ (P.318%) karokavi ‘rotate’ (P. 264°°)

(karokave-2a) (karokava-1 > karokaevo-i)

3| muda ‘release’ (P. 184>") (mudo-a) | midi ‘release’ (P. 260) (muda-i > mido-1)

4| mirika ‘suffer’ (P. 247%) (miriko-a) | mirikt ‘suffer’ (P. 10%*) (miriko-1)

Table 4.3 Volitive and involitive absolutives
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Summary

Three classes of absolutive suffixes (‘@, @’ and ‘") are observed in Sigiri
graffiti. The Sidat Safgoravs introduces eight suffixes (‘-a, -a, -1, -in, -a&la, -ala, -ila’
and ‘-inla’) in the formation of absolutives whereas five suffixes (‘-2, -4, -&, -&” and
‘-1’) are found in the Jatoko tales. A brief history of the development of absolutives,
morphophonemic rules which are used in formation of absolutives and various types

of absolutives and their usages were also described with the relevant illustrations.
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